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/æ/a:/‘Aunts and ants’ Teachers’ Notes 

Purple Hippo 

Rationale – this set of material focuses on accurately hearing and producing the 
phonemes/æ/a:/, which are frequently mispronounced by Vietnamese learners. 

Below is a suggested guide for using the materials, with timings. Teachers should feel 
free to adapt the materials and plan according to the needs of the class. 

Phase 1 (15 minutes) 
Introduce the phonemes that being studied.  Using two simple words, such as ‘cat’ and 
‘cart’, drill pronunciation with the class. Model and explain how the difference in the 
production of the two sounds can be felt by placing the fingers on the throat. 

Phase 2 (15 minutes) 

Teacher dictation phase – a very important phase, in my experience, as 
students often have profound difficulty in accurately distinguishing similar sounds, 
even when carefully formed by a native speaker. 

Project the table of words (Sheet 1) being studied onto the whiteboard (so make sure 
it’s ready in the T Drive. You can reduce it if necessary.)  

The teacher can then quickly model the words before dictating a random ten of them, 
which the students write in their books. 

Check answers – an easy way is for the students to number the words 1-10 on sheet 1 
on the whiteboard, using board pens. 

Phase 3 (15 minutes) 

Teacher dictation 2 - Phase 2 can be followed up with a board race game of 
two teams, each with a differently coloured marker pen. One player from each team 
approaches the board. The aim is to circle the word that the teacher says. 

To familiarise the sts with the words, play a board race game – divide class into two 
teams, giving each a different colour board pen. A player from each team has to race to 
the board and circle the actual word that the teacher says. 

Finish with Group drilling practice – the whole class says each word as the teacher 
points to it on the WB. 

Phase 4 (15 minutes) 

Student-student dictation 
Another very valuable phase. In groups of 4, students write down, then dictate, a list of 
six words that they choose from those on the board. The other students write down 
these on mini-whiteboards or on paper. The students then compare the results – 
pronunciation errors are often revealed at this stage. It is much better to use groups of 
4 – if done in pairs, there is a chance that the listening student will make a correct 
guess on a badly pronounced item – this is far less likely in a group of four.  



Phase 5 (15 minutes) 

Student-student dictation mingle 
Students dictate lines from Sheet 4, or each forms a single ‘nonsense sentence’, using 
prepositions to link the words together, for example, ‘Bart’s hat has a carp heart’. The 
nonsense element means that mispronounced words cannot be guessed correctly 
from context, while it gives practice in using the words as part of a longer chunk, 
rather than in isolation. 

Final results could be checked by having the students write their own sentences in 
large letters on A4, and sticking these to the wall/whiteboard. 

Phase 6 (15 minutes / homework*) 

Meaning of vocabulary 
An activity to attach meaning to the vocabulary items already covered.  

As a class activity - students have Sheet 3, which have the definitions for the words 
already introduced. Students then use their knowledge and guesswork to fill in the first 
column in pencil. Next, the teacher gives the answers as dictation, as extra listening 
practice, before the answers are shown on the board. This can be done by projecting 
sheet 3 onto the whiteboard, with the students completing the space using board 
markers. 

As homework – Students take home the target words (as Sheet 1 or copied into their 
notebooks) and Sheet 3 (as a photocopy or sent by email) to complete using a 
dictionary (online if necessary), before checking in class. 

Phase 7 (30 minutes) 

Student-student information exchange 1 
Using the /æ/a:/ short stories (Sheet 5) students exchange information to complete 
them together. This can be done in pairs, as groups of four or as a running dictation. 
Students can use either Sheet 6A or Sheet 6B to complete the task, or write the stories 
into their notebooks. 

Phase 8 (30 minutes) 
Student-student information exchange 2 

Using the /æ/a:/ short story (Sheet 7) and the empty sheet (Sheet 8), students dictate 
the information to each other. This is possibly done best as a running dictation in groups 
of 3, with two ‘runners’ and one writer. 

Phase 9 (15 minutes) 
Give each pair the set of illustrations, or project this as a Powerpoint onto the 
whiteboard. Students work together to match words or phrases to the pictures. 

 



 

1                                                                 Purple Hippo 

/æ/a:/ words         
 

aunt 

 

 

ant 

 

Bart 

 

 

bat 

 

carp 

 

 

cap 

 

cart 

 

 

cat 

 

heart 

 

 

hat 

 

lard 

 

 

lad 

 

part 

 

 

Pat 



 

2                                                                 Purple Hippo 

/æ/a:/words 

1. carp A freshwater fish, popular with people who like 
eating small bones 

2. cart A wooden vehicle with wheels, typically used 
for moving things, and pulled by a horse or 
other animal 

3. aunt The sister of one of your parents 

4. cap A type of hat. A baseball _____ is a very 
common type 

5. heart The organ in your chest that pumps your blood 

6. lad A term for a boy or young man 

7. ant A hard-working, social insect 

8. part One of the things that part of a greater whole. 
For example, your leg is ______ of your body 

9. Bart A boy’s name. Also, ‘Barts’ is a famous 
hospital in London 

10. cat A common pet, with the adjective, ‘Feline’ 

11. bat This can be a wooden stick, used in sports like 
baseball or cricket, or a furry flying animal 

12. hat A piece of clothing for your head 

13. lard A type of thick animal fat used in cooking 

14. Pat The short form of the female name, Patricia, or 
the male name, Patrick 

	



3                                                                 Purple Hippo 

/æ/a:/ definitions 

1.  A freshwater fish, popular with people who like 
eating small bones 

2.  A wooden vehicle with wheels, typically used 
for moving things, and pulled by a horse or 
other animal 

3.  The sister of one of your parents 

4.  A type of hat. A baseball _____ is a very 
common type 

5.  The organ in your chest that pumps your blood 

6.  A term for a boy or young man 

7.  A hard-working, social insect 

8.  One of the things that part of a greater whole. 
For example, your leg is ______ of your body 

9.  A boy’s name. Also, ‘Barts’ is a famous 
hospital in London  

10.  A common pet, with the adjective, ‘Feline’ 

11.  This can be a wooden stick, used in sports like 
baseball or cricket, or a furry flying animal 

12.  A piece of clothing for your head 

13.  A type of thick animal fat used in cooking 

14.  The short form of the female name, Patricia, or 
the male name, Patrick 

	

	



4            /æ/a:/ mingle          Purple Hippo 
Phrases for students to share in groups of 8 

1. Aunts in hats eat carp and cats 
2. Cats on carts in ants’ hats 
3. Carts of Pats go to Barts 
4. Pat’s bats on heart cards 

5. Fat lads eat carp lard 
6. Aunt Pat ate Bart’s hat 

7. Ants’ and bats’ hearts are hard 
8. An aunt’s hat and a happy heart 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



4            /æ/a:/ mingle          Purple Hippo 
Phrases for students to share in groups of 8 

1. A__s in h__s eat c___ and c__s 
2. C__s on c__ts in a___s’ h__s 
3. C___s of P__s go to B___s 
4. P__’s b__s on h___t c___s 

5. F__ l__s eat c___ l___ 
6. A___ P__ ate B___’s h__ 

7. A__s’ and b__s’ h___s are h___ 
8. An a__t’s h__ and a happy h__t 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	



5  /æ/a:/ short stories                  Purple Hippo 
1. When Auntie Pat found an ant in her hat, 
she said, ‘How do you do, well, well, fancy 
that! Your head is so small, your heart must 
be too, but I’m sure that it must be the right 
size for you.’ 
 

2. Pat and the lads found a carp in a bag, 
they wrapped it in lard and gave it a hat, and 
jumped on a cart bound for Squiggly Flat, ‘cos 
The Carp Rescue Centre, that’s where it’s at. 
 

3. Cats in baseball are not often seen, the 
bats are too heavy, if you see what I mean, 
the caps are too big for their little cat heads, 
their hearts are not in it, so they’re home in 
their beds. 
 
4. Bart had a part in a play by The Bard, the 
part wasn’t big, the part was not hard, it 
wasn’t exciting, it was really dull, he said not a 
word, for Bart is a skull. 
 



6A  /æ/a:/ short stories               Purple Hippo	
1. When ________ _______ found an ______ in 
her _______, she said, ‘How _____ you _____, 
well, well, _______ _______! Your head is so 
_______, your _______ must be too, but I’m sure 
_______ it must be the _______ _____ for 
_________.’ 

2. ________ and the _______ found a _______ 
___ a ______, they wrapped it in ______ and 
______ it a ______, and jumped on a _______ 
bound for Squiggly _______, ‘cos The ______ 
Rescue Centre, ______ where _____ _____. 
 

3. ________ in baseball ______ not _______ 
seen, the ______ ______ too heavy, if you see 
______ I ______, the _______ ______ too ______ 
for their little _____ heads, their ________ _____ 
not in it, so they’re _______ in their _______. 
 

4. ______ had a ______ in a ______ by _____ 
Bard, the ______ wasn’t _____, the ______ was 
not _______, it wasn’t _______, it was _______ 
dull, he ______ not a _______, for _______ is a 
_________. 

 
 



6B /æ/a:/ short stories           Purple Hippo               	
1. 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

2.  

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

3.  

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

4. 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 

 



7              /æ/a:/ story      Purple Hippo 
Note: To ‘Wear your heart on your sleeve’ means that you 
show your emotions openly. 

Useful words in this text: expand, tricky, London, Dakota, 
rush, endings, crashed, drowning, blood 

1. Carps with caps wear their hearts on their 
hats, while lads who drive carts wear their 
hearts on their cats, it is the only sensible 
thing to do, when driving carts of lards and of 
glue (Lards of some kinds will expand 
favourite aunts, and glue will mostly stick 
down tricky ants). 
2. Before we go further we really must say, 
that Aunt Pat from London is just like an 
aren’t, but Aunt Pat from Dakota sounds like 
an ant, a thing to consider if one sunny day, 
you ask for the strongest anti-ant spray, and 
find that you have blown one of these Pats 
away. 
3. Oh woe, they’ll rush her straight down to 
Barts, where doctors with bats play with their 
parts – parts of cats and driving lads that had 
their endings in carts that had crashed, it’s not 
a pretty or nice death to do, drowning in cats’ 
blood, white lard and glue. 

 



8                   /æ/a:/ story       Purple Hippo 
Note: To ‘Wear your heart on your sleeve’ means that you 
show your emotions openly. 

Useful words in this text: expand, tricky, London, Dakota, 
rush, endings, crashed, drowning, blood 

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________	

 


