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Pronunciation Poems 
/p/b/  ‘On Pebble Beach for a bimble’  Teachers’ Notes 
Purple Hippo 
Rationale – this set of material focuses on accurately hearing and producing the 
phonemes /p/b/, which are frequently mispronounced by learners. 
Below is a suggested guide for using the materials, with timings. Teachers should feel 
free to adapt the materials and plan according to the needs of the class. 
Phase 1 (15 minutes) 
Introduce the phonemes that being studied.  Using two simple words, such as ‘pat’ and 
‘bat’, drill pronunciation with the class. Model and explain how the difference in the 
production of the two sounds can be felt by placing the fingers on the throat, or by 
holding a piece of light paper in front of the mouth. 
 
Phase 2 (15 minutes) 
Teacher dictation phase – a very important phase, in my experience, as 
students often have profound difficulty in accurately distinguishing similar sounds, 
even when carefully formed by a native speaker. 
Project the table of words (Sheet 1) being studied onto the whiteboard (so make sure 
it’s ready in the T Drive. You can reduce it if necessary.)  
The teacher can then quickly model the words before dictating a random ten of them, 
which the students write in their books. 
Check answers – an easy way is for the students to number the words 1-10 on sheet 1 
on the whiteboard, using board pens. 
 
Phase 3 (15 minutes) 
Teacher dictation 2 – Phase 2 can be followed up with a board race game of 
two teams, each with a differently coloured marker pen. One player from each team 
approaches the board. The aim is to circle the word that the teacher says. 
To familiarise the sts with the words, play a board race game – divide class into two 
teams, giving each a different colour board pen. A player from each team has to race to 
the board and circle the actual word that the teacher says. 
Finish with Group drilling practice – the whole class says each word as the teacher 
points to it on the WB. 
 
Phase 4 (15 minutes) 
Student-student dictation 
Another very valuable phase. In groups of 4, students write down, then dictate, a list of 
six words that they choose from those on the board. The other students write down 
these on mini-whiteboards or on paper. The students then compare the results – 
pronunciation errors are often revealed at this stage. It is much better to use groups of 
4 – if done in pairs, there is a chance that the listening student will make a correct 
guess on a badly pronounced item – this is far less likely in a group of four.  
 
Phase 5 (15 minutes) 
Student-student dictation mingle 
Students ‘nonsense sentences’, using prepositions to link the words together, for 
example, ‘Peach on beach in bat on pat’. The nonsense element means that 
mispronounced words cannot be guessed correctly from context, while it gives 
practice in using the words as part of a longer chunk, rather than in isolation. 
Final results could be checked by having the students write their own sentences in 
large letters on A4, and sticking these to the wall/whiteboard. 
 
 



Phase 6 (15 minutes / homework*) 
Meaning of vocabulary 
An activity to attach meaning to the vocabulary items already covered.  
As a class activity – students have Sheet 3, which have the definitions for the words 
already introduced. Students then use their knowledge and guesswork to fill in the first 
column in pencil. Next, the teacher gives the answers as dictation, as extra listening 
practice, before the answers are shown on the board. This can be done by projecting 
sheet 3 onto the whiteboard, with the students completing the space using board 
markers. 
As homework – Students take home the target words (as Sheet 1 or copied into their 
notebooks) and Sheet 3 (as a photocopy or sent by email) to complete using a 
dictionary (online if necessary), before checking in class. 
 
Phase 7 (30 minutes) 
Student-student information exchange 1 
Using the /p/b/ poems (Sheets 4-) students exchange information to complete them 
together. This can be done in pairs. 
 
Phase 8 (15 minutes) 
Give each pair the set of illustrations, or project this as a Powerpoint onto the 
whiteboard. Students work together to match words or phrases to the pictures. 
 
 



 

1) 
/p/b/ word grid 
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2) 
/p/ or /b/ definitions 

Purple Hippo 
 

bat 
 

A flying mammal or a wooden stick used in 
cricket or baseball. 

ball 
 

A sphere that is used in many sports. 

lap 
 

A part of your body that disappears when you 
stand up! A good place to put a small computer. 

dabble 
 

To make something a little bit wet, or to do 
something creative, but not very seriously. 

pea 
 

A small, round green vegetable that comes from 
a pod. 

cub 
 

The ‘baby’ of some animals, such as a bear, lion, 
tiger or wolf. 

cup 
 

Something to drink out of, or to win in sport. 

bee 
 

It’s yellow and black and makes honey. 

peach 
 

A yellow and orange fruit with a big stone in the 
centre. James had a big one! 

pimple 
 

A red, inflamed infected ‘spot’ on the skin, that 
may contain yellow pus. 

dapple 
 

A spotted marking, for example on a leopard. 

Paul 
 

A man’s name, which comes from the Latin for 
‘small’! 

bimble 
 

A slow, gentle walk that has no particular 
purpose. Similar to a stroll. 

pat 
 

A light hit or touch with an open hand. As a 
name, it is short for Patrick or Patricia. 

beach 
 

Can be found where the sea meets the land – 
made of sand or stones. 

lab 
 

A place of scientific investigation, the short form 
of ‘laboratory’. 

pub Another name for a bar in the UK and Ireland. 
The short form of ‘public house’. 

pup A baby seal is called this. It is also the short form 
of puppy, which is a young dog.  

 



 
3) 

/p/ or /b/ definitions 
Purple Hippo 

 

 A flying mammal or a wooden stick used in 
cricket or baseball. 

 A sphere that is used in many sports. 
 

 A part of your body that disappears when you 
stand up! A good place to put a small computer. 

 To make something a little bit wet, or to do 
something creative, but not very seriously. 

 A small, round green vegetable that comes from 
a pod. 

 The ‘baby’ of some animals, such as a bear, 
seal, lion or wolf. 

 Something to drink out of, or to win in sport. 
 

 It’s yellow and black and makes honey. 
 

 A yellow and orange fruit with a big stone in the 
centre. James had a big one! 

 A red, inflamed infected ‘spot’ on the skin, that 
may contain yellow pus. 

 A spotted marking, for example on a leopard. 
 

 A man’s name, which comes from the Latin for 
‘small’! 

 A slow, gentle walk that has no particular 
purpose. Similar to a stroll. 

 A light hit or touch with an open hand. As a 
name, it is short for Patrick or Patricia. 

 Can be found where the sea meets the land – 
made of sand or stones. 

 A place of scientific investigation, the short form 
of ‘laboratory’. Also, short for a ‘Labrador’ dog. 

 Another name for a bar in the UK and Ireland. 
The short form of ‘public house’. 

 A baby seal is called this. It is also the short form 
of puppy, which is a young dog.  
 



4) 
/p/b/ poems - Complete 

Purple Hippo 

 
1. On Pebble Beach for a bimble 
I met poor Paul with a pimple 
Along came Pat with a baseball bat 
His spot solution was quite simple. 
 
2. I like to dabble with oily paint 
The cats I do are somewhat quaint 
A kitten with a dapple coat 
Is much cuter than a spotty goat 
But I never dabble with a bee 
It’s a pain when they sting me. 
 
3. When Sailor Sam left his sub 
And bobbed into the nearest pub 
He had his rum and on his lap 
There jumped a tiny, furry lab. 
Cheekily, the naughty pup 
Drank the rum from Sam’s own cup, 
Then bit him hard, like a bear cub 
Sam yelped out loud, ‘I hate this pub! 
I hate this land! I hate this pup! 
I’m going now, and you will see 
I’m much safer under the sea’. 
 
4. In Mad Professor’s crazy lab 
The strangest thing is on his lap 
Curled up in a tiny ball 
A furry thing so very small 
A greenish thing in a tiny cup 
The world’s smallest feline cub 
Raised in his own laboratory 
A lioness crossed with a pea. 
 

 



5) 
/p/b/ poems – Partner A 

Purple Hippo 

 
1. On pebble beach for a bimble 
I met poor Paul with a pimple 
Along came Pat with a baseball bat 
His spot solution was quite simple. 
 
2. I like to __________with oily paint 
The cats I do are somewhat quaint 
A kitten with a __________ coat 
Is much cuter than a spotty goat 
But I never __________ with a __________ 
It’s a pain when they sting me. 
 
3. When Sailor Sam left his sub 
And bobbed into the nearest pub 
He had his rum and on his lap 
There jumped a tiny, furry lab. 
Cheekily, the naughty pup 
Drank the rum from Sam’s own cup, 
Then bit him hard, like a bear cub 
Sam yelped out loud, ‘I hate this pub! 
I hate this land! I hate this pup! 
I’m going now, and you will see 
I’m much safer under the sea’. 
 
4. In Mad Professor’s crazy __________ 
The strangest thing is on his __________ 
Curled up in a tiny __________ 
A furry thing so very small 
A greenish thing in a tiny __________ 
The world’s smallest feline __________ 
Raised in his own laboratory 
A lioness crossed with a __________. 
 



 
6) 

/p/b/ poems – Partner B 
Purple Hippo 

 
1. On pebble beach for a __________ 
I met poor __________ with a __________ 
Along came __________ with a baseball __________ 
His spot solution was quite simple. 
 
2. I like to dabble with oily paint 
The cats I do are somewhat quaint 
A kitten with a dapple coat 
Is much cuter than a spotty goat 
But I never dabble with a bee 
It’s a pain when they sting me. 
 
3. When Sailor Sam left his sub 
And bobbed into the nearest __________ 
He had his rum and on his __________ 
There jumped a tiny, furry __________. 
Cheekily, the naughty __________ 
Drank the rum from Sam’s own __________, 
Then bit him hard, like a bear __________ 
Sam yelped out loud, ‘I hate this __________! 
I hate this land! I hate this __________! 
I’m going now, and you will see 
I’m much safer under the sea. 
 
4. In Mad Professor’s crazy lab 
The strangest thing is on his lap 
Curled up in a tiny ball 
A furry thing so very small 
A greenish thing in a tiny cup 
The world’s smallest feline cub 
Raised in his own laboratory 
A lioness crossed with a pea. 



 


